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Principal’s News 

I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved ones healthy and safe. As you all know by now, 

the plan for students to return to the school buildings has been approved by the Board of 

Education. Our entire staff is OVERJOYED to continue to support the needs of you and your 

child and begin the process of students returning to the campus. We understand that an in-

person return is not going to be the best decision for every family, so we are pleased that parents 

will also maintain the option of their child continuing remote instruction.  

We know that you have many questions about what the return to the school building will look like. 

Although it is impossible for me to have all of the answers at this juncture due to the fact that 

many decisions will be based on the amount of parents who elect for their child to return vs. the 

amount of parents who will want their child to continue remotely, we will do our best to provide 

the necessary information needed to assist you in your decision-making process.  

Selecting Student Learning Option 

 Make your selection by September 9th (The sooner the better in order to assist with the 

planning process.) 

 Access the Selection Form by logging into your child’s Infinite Campus Parent Portal 

 As expressed to you during the beginning of the year, depending on numbers and 

staffing needs, your child’s teacher MAY be changed (no matter your selection). 

      Gradual Return of Students 

 Students whose last name begins with letters A-M will return to the building for an 

Orientation period Monday, September 28th and Tuesday, September 29th 

 Students whose last name begins with letters N-Z will return to the building for an 

Orientation period Thursday, October 1st and Friday, October 2nd. 

 ALL STUDENTS will participate in remote learning Wednesday, September 30th. 

 If you have children with different last names, please contact the office so that children 

can be placed on the same Orientation schedule.  

      Mask-Down Zones 

 Masks are required for ALL Henry County students and employees when inside of the 

building. 

 Administration will work with teachers in order to designate Mask-Down Zones within the 

students’ day when students are in their own personal space, socially distanced from 

others. 

 Mask-Down Zone guidelines will be shared with parents in the coming days.  

We are in the process of finalizing our return plans. Additional information will be shared once 

the Student Learning Option selection period is over.  
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AP’s Message 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! Thank you for your patience and understanding as we 

work through technology glitches. It has been an untraditional start to the new school year but we 

are happy to have each one of you with us.  

Thank you for your assistance with MAP testing. As a reminder, MAP is a computer adaptive test, 
which means every student gets a unique set of test questions based on responses to previous 
questions. As the student answers correctly, questions get harder. If the student answers 
incorrectly, the questions get easier. The final result will be the student’s RIT score, which reflects 
your child’s current level of understanding and academic needs. This score is used to measure a 
student’s achievement level at different times of the school year and to determine their academic 
growth. MAP test results are utilized to provide various support services to students. Due to the 
importance of these tests, we have decided to pause all remaining MAP tests until the week of 
September 28th. Students who participate in Orientation will complete their MAP testing during 
that time. Students who had unusually high or unusually low scores will have the opportunity to 
be reassessed so that accurate data is received by the teacher.  
 
This year we have partnered with Publix, Papa John’s, Chick-Fil-A, and Hampton First Baptist. If 
you know of any businesses interested in building a partnership with Rocky Creek Elementary, 
please let me know. Please visit publix.com/partners and sign up for Rocky Creek Elementary. 
Publix will donate a portion of all eligible purchases to Rocky Creek. We appreciate your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

SPECIALS NEWS 

Art Update (Mr. Colson) 

Rocky Creek students are already flying down the virtual art track!  So far, students have learned how to draw 

our school mascot, Rocky the Racer, and we are continuing to build our confidence by drawing more 

characters using geometric and organic shapes.  Students in 3rd – 5th grade have been introduced to Google 

Canvas so that we can draw and paint digitally this year!  Mr. Colson has set up Google Classrooms for each 

individual teacher so make sure you are in the correct classroom!  Starting this month, we will have a monthly 

competition to see which class has the highest attendance percentage in art!  Please e-mail your teacher or 

Mr. Colson if you need the code to join your Art Google Classroom.  casey.colson@henry.k12.ga.us 
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SPECIALS NEWS Cont’d 

P.E. Update (Ms. Long and Mrs. Banks) 

Greetings from Coach Long! I cannot believe we are already a few weeks into this virtual school year! I am 

having so much fun learning new and exciting ways to bring PE to life virtually for you. We are focusing on 

making our hearts healthy and strong through physical activities in each of our classes right now. Did you 

know that we all need at least 60 minutes of activity each and every day? 

Students coming to PE should access it through Google Classroom and the Google Meets meeting link. We 

worked hard during Week 2 to be sure that everyone had joined the Google Classroom for PE, so I will 

continue checking to make sure your student is there.  

Did you know that we have two PE teachers at RCE? I am the full time teacher and Coach Banks is with us 

part-time, so every other week your child will have PE twice. Be sure to check the schedule to make sure you 

are with the correct teacher. Those double PE weeks will certainly help with getting your 60 minutes a day! 

We are looking forward to a great year in PE whether it be virtual or in person! 

 

Media Update (Mrs. Crumbley and Mrs. McAdams) 

In grades K-2, we are reading picture books aloud and discussing characters in the stories we read. Students 

are also learning to draw characters from the story on whiteboard.fi. We have read The Three Little Fish and 

the Big Bad Shark, The Good Egg and two Elephant and Piggie stories by Mo Willems. 

In grades 3-5, we are learning to use the SORA app on the Chromebook to check out eBooks and audio books 

in grades 3rd-5th. Some of the most requested books from our students are the Dogman books, Baby Sitter's 

Club, Lumberjanes, and Diary of a Wimpy Kid.  

 Music Update (Mrs. Senior) 

Welcome Back RCE Family! 

While we never expected such an out of the ordinary start…the great news is it has pushed us all to think 

outside of the box. That is exactly what Henry County did as it pertained to this year’s elementary music 

curriculum. This year we have updated to an amazing online music curriculum called Quaver Music, and what 

an amazing journey this will be both inside and outside the classroom. Parents, your students will be receiving 

their quaver codes the 3rd week of school in order to create their accounts and EXPLORE! This will be where 

the majority of our work is done including assignments and assessments so once you learn to navigate the 

Quaver system, it will be all good! I am so looking forward to this journey with you.  
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Guidance Happenings 
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GUIDANCE HAPPENINGS 

5 Tips for Parents of Students Doing Virtual Learning 

 

1 – Help your child establish and stick to a routine. 

Even though school has gone to an online learning format, treat school days just as you would if your child was attending 
school as usual. This includes having them get up at the same time every day, get properly dressed, and eat a healthy 
breakfast. 

2 – Check in with your child’s advisor or teachers. 

Teachers are usually more than willing to connect with parents via email or phone after school hours. Check in if your child is 
having difficulty managing the online learning platform or staying on task. Be on the lookout for any communications from 
teachers indicating that they are having trouble connecting with your child during this time. 

3 – Encourage physical activity and exercise. 

Your child will be sitting in front of their computer for long stretches of time. Encourage them to use the breaks in the day to 
stretch, walk the dog, or do jumping jacks — any movement helps! 

4 – Resist the urge to sit in on classes with your child. 

While it may certainly be tempting to “pop in” on your child’s classes, please respect their privacy and that of other students. 
Connect with faculty and staff through email or other communication channels before or after school hours. 

5 – Take care of you. 

This one is extra important, and we hear it often, but take care of you. If you are not taking care of your own physical, 
emotional, mental, and spiritual needs, you will have less energy, space, and patience to connect with and take care of your 
children. Even 10-15 minutes of scheduled “me” time during the day is beneficial.  

It is more important than ever to find ways to stay in touch and connect with others, whether that be your local community, 
your school, or your workplace. If your city or town has city alerts, sign up for an email, as many have opportunities to ask for 
help or volunteer for neighbors in need. At the end of the day or week, check in with your support network — family, friends, 
and colleagues — to share worries, advice, and the unexpected joys of living life in close quarters.  

Moreover, remember that we have the power to come out stronger from this experience, as we learn to adapt our lives and 
routines in the face of an unexpected yet shared challenge. 

 

How to get in touch with RCE's School Counselors: 

1. Email your child's teacher. 
2. Email the counselor.  

Mrs. Hopkins(latasha.hopkins@henry.k12.ga.us) Kindergarten through 3rd grade counselor 
Mrs. Gantt(tangi.gantt@henry.k12.ga.us)  4th grade and 5th grade counselor 

3. Call the school 770-707-1469 and leave a message for the counselor. 
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